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When I was a young boy in grammar school I learned about Roman Numerals. We 
learned the meaning of the M, the D, the C, the L, the X, the V and the I. it was 
interesting and fun. We even did arithmetic problems using Roman Numerals. I became 
pretty good. 
Today, we are surrounded by Roman Numerals with little notice:  

• 2014’s Super Bowl XLVIII 
• Pope Benedict XVI 
• Microsoft Word Outline Format: I, II, II, IV, V, etc. 
• U.S. Constitution: Article I, II, III, IV, V, VI, VII 
• Games of the XXXI Olympiad 

For numbers above 3000…lines over symbols were used, e.g., 10,000 = X  

or lines along the side to designate 100 times the value., e.g., 500,000 = V  

They also used dots to identify fractions, e.g.,  for 3/12 or 1/4th. 
But, I wonder how many school children know about Roman numerals. Can they even 
decipher the dates on some of our national monuments? Could they convert their birth 
year into Roman Numerals? Could they find their seats at the Coliseum in Rome?  Does it 
matter? 
 
I say yes, it does matter. Our current crop of high schooler’s ignorance of Roman numerals 
is more evidence that basic history is not being taught in our public schools today. It’s as 
simple as II + II = IV; The Romans gave us some great concepts (e.g., military, economics, 
government, arts) and we should appreciate that history. A little more emphasis in high 
schools of classical traditions might help make our next generation better citizens and 
voters. What say you? 
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